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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 23812 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, TH, US (CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN, FOREIGN MINISTER) 
SUB J : CHATCHAI ON WHAT HE WILL DISCUSS IN WASHINGTON 

REF: BANGKOK 23068 

1. THAI FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN GAVE A PRESS 
CONFERENCE AT DON MUANG AIRPORT ON NOVEMBER 12, 1975 ON 
HIS DEPARTURE FOR NEPAL. THE FOLLOWING IS AN INFORMAL USIS 
TRANSLATION OF HIS COMMENTS RELATING TO HIS UPCOMING VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON, AND THE SUBJECTS HE EXPECTS TO RAISE WITH SECRETARY 
KISSINGER. 

BEGIN EXCERPTS: 

CHATCHAI: ON NOVEMBER 23 I WILL DEPART FROM THAILAND TO 
MEET WITH KISSINGER ON NOVEMBER 26. THE DATE HAS BEEN FIXED. 
BEFORE LEAVING ... WELL,HI CANNOT GO BEFORE THAT BECAUSE ON 
NOVEMBER 18 THE DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER OF GERMANY WILL COME 
FOR A VISIT TO THAILAND. AS SOON AS HE LEAVES FROM HERE, THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER OF DENMARK WILL ARRIVE ON NOVEMBER 21. SO, 

MY TIME FOR RECEIVING THEM WILL BE ON NOVEMBER 21 AND 22, THEN 
ON NOVEMBER 23 I WILL FLY, TO MEET WITH KISSINGER ON 
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REPORTER: THAT WILL YOU DISCUSS WITH KISSINGER? 

CHATCHAI: WITH KISSINGER I WILL DISCUSS WHAT I HAVE 
ALREADY LET YOU KNOW (REFTEL). IT WILL BE A TALK 
ABOUT THE GENERAL SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND THEN 
ABOUT THE BASES AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. AFTER THAT I 
WILL DO AN IMPORTANT TASK, I.E. INVITING INVESTORS TO 
INVEST IN THAILAND. 

REPORTER: WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THE BASES? 

CHATCHAI: I HAVE NOTHING TO SAY ABOUT THE BASES, BUT 
AT LEAST I MUST MAKE THEM UNDERSTAND THAT WE WANT THE 
TROOPS WITHDRAWN BECAUSE THE INDOCHINA WAR HAS ALREADY 
ENDED, AND THE BASES ARE NO LONGER NECESSARY. 

REPORTER: WHAT ABOUT ADVISORS? 

CHATCHAI: NOW ONLY A FEW OF THEM ARE LEFT. I THINK 
THERE ARE LESS THAN ... FORMERLY THERE WERE MANY; NOW 
THERE ARE LESS THAN 300 OF THEM THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, OR 
SOME 500 INCLUDING THE MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES. LATER, 

AFTER A NUMBER HAVE GONE OUT, THERE WILL BE SOME 200 OR 
250 LEFT. THEIR PRESENCE HERE IS STILT. NECESSARY BECAUSE 
THEY ARE NEEDED FOR NEW WEAPONS ARRIVING ... 

REPORTER: ABOUT THE EQUIPMENT AT THE BASES WHICH WE HAVE 
ASKED FOR, WHAT AE THEY? 

CHATCHAI: THOSE USED FOR REPAIR OF HELICOPTERS AND AIRPLANES. 

END EXCERPTS. 

2. COMMENT. CHATCHAI KNOWS FULL WELL THAT THERE WILL BE FAR 
MORE AMERICANS HERE AFTER MARCH 20 THAN THE NUMBERS HE ATTRIBUTES 
TO JUSMAG. AS ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, CHATCHAI IS SOWING THE 
SEEDS OF LATER CONFUSION BY GIVING OUT WHAT CLEARLY ARE 
ESTIMATES OF THE FUTURE SIZE OF JUSMAG, IN A CONTEXT IN WHICH 
THE PUBLIC HEARS THIS AS REFERRING TO THE TOTAL RESIDUAL U.S. 
PRESENCE. WE WILL STRAIGHTEN HIM OUT ON THE ORDERS OF 
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MAGNITUDE AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY; THERE WAS NO CHANCE 
TO DO SO DURING THE NOVEMBER 1 1 MEETING AND HE HAS NOW LEFT 
TOWN FOR SEVERAL DAYS. ALTHOUGH CHATCHAI, AS USUAL, SEEMS TO 
BE GETTING HIMSELF ON A HOOK, IF PAST PERFORMANCE IS ANY 
INDICATION HE WILL HAVE NO TROUBLE WRIGGLING OFF IT AT THE 
APPROPRIATE POINT. 
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